Clothall with Luffenhall Annual Parish Meeting 
Thursday 14th May at 8.00pm 2026
Clothall Village Hall
www.clothall.org.uk
Minutes 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS - PRESENT
Helen Howard, Jeremy Sage, Simon Holtom, Graham Lawes, Andrew Carley, Helen Holtom, Peter Taylor, John Fensom, Tracey Westgate, Mair McIntee.

In Attendance:  Gillian Hopkins (Clerk)
Councillor Steve Jarvis

1. APOLOGIES
Nicky Freud, Annie Wentworth-Stanley, Adrian Wentworth-Stanley, Chris Brabrook, Ian McKenzie, Meredith Griffiths, Brian Griffiths, Hannah Taylor, Hannah Lawes, Mark Howard, Katharine Sage.
1. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Minutes of the last meeting held on 27 11 2025 fully reviewed and approved as a true and accurate record. The draft minutes are available on the website above. 

1. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT AND ACTIONS FROM THE LAST MEETING
· Planning applications
25/02828/FPH – Approved
Kingswoodbury Farm Lodge, Kingswood Lodge, Clothall Road, Clothall, Hertfordshire, SG7 6RW
Single storey east elevation infill extension, conversion of existing integral garage into habitable accommodation, single storey north elevation extension, erection of porch to west elevation, replace existing roof with pitched roof and alterations to existing fenestration.
25/02829/FPH – Approved
Kingswoodbury Farm Lodge, Kingswood Lodge, Clothall Road, Clothall, Hertfordshire, SG7 6RW
Part two storey, part single storey rear/side extension. Render existing external brickwork. 4 Kingswoodbury Farm, Clothall Road, Clothall, Hertfordshire, SG7 6RW
25/02755/FP – Refused
Wellbury Farm, Clothall Road, Clothall, Baldock, Hertfordshire, SG7 6RD
Change of use of two barns from agricultural to B8 Storage.


· Woodland Trust – Offering free packs of trees to communities/schools/councils 15, 30, 105, 420 saplings – delivery Nov https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/.  Link to be sent to Helen Howard.
· HGV signage raised by I McKenzie.  S Jarvis updated there have never been weight restrictions on Ashanger Lane.  It was challenging to justify the A507 as the roads have access routes and access is often legitimate for farm vehicles.
· Great British Energy Local Power Plan - giving communities the opportunity to own a local energy project - gbe.gov.uk/local-power-plan (Chris Hinchliff MP).

· Field on Ashanger Lane – no submission for planning.  However, the verge has been broken giving access to the field with cars frequently parking on the road, Highways would be notified.  Question of whether the removal of the hedge is illegal or coppicing.  Comment on how there had been clear changes to the light, views and the water table.  Detail given on potential plans to put a footpath by the verge and a number of discussions re boundaries.  Steve Jarvis has observed and will chase.  Question of whether it is Green Belt or Grey Belt.  Steve Jarvis confirms this would now come under Grey Belt as it does not contribute to Green Belt objective of coalescence of towns not villages.  This has been a national policy change, most of Green Belt is now Grey Belt.  The Green Belt is now there to protect towns.

· Clothall Bus Shelter – Steve Jarvis to remind the bus shelter team.  Number using should not affect its replacement.

· CVH meeting Friday 3/7/26 – 18.00

1. TREASURERS REPORT
G Lawes reviewed accounts – on website.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Decisions required to approve the accounts 25/26, exemption of audit and annual governance signed off by K Sage.  Meeting fully approved the Accounts 25/26, the Audit Exemption and the Annual Governance Statement.  Number of approvals 8.  Precept agreed.  Further decisions to be taken re spending.

1. CLOTHALL VILLAGE SIGN
Need to action, carry over from previous minutes.
1. COUNTY COUNCILLOR UPDATE – STEVE JARVIS
· Potholes – 40% more filled in using a range of surfaces with varying degrees of success.  A505/Letchworth needs a temporary fix before complete resurfacing in July.  A507 over the bridge has been fully fixed.
· Gateway – order in, should be completed over the summer.  These will be placed at the 30mph signs.  Not in Luffenhall as not a suitable place to locate.
· Baldock Expansion updates - Additional traffic information is being gathered.  There will be a link road over the railway.  This will be a costly part of the plan, it is not known yet at what point of the plan this will be completed.  The first section of the building is likely to be on Clothall Road.  The north end to Royston will be completed in stages.  Future schools is element still in discussion so will now be a final stage.  Building is likely to start in late 2027 and will be linked to the market and how quickly houses sell, which will then influence school numbers.  Royston road and railway, a health centre including one larger surgery and a diagnostic centre and a recycling centre.  Point made in terms of employment types (not just sheds).  Question of redevelopment of area behind Tesco – this is in discussion.
· Solar Farms – linked to National Energy.  Whilst 2 are under way locally in Bygrave and Graveley.  There will no longer be permission for any further battery storage facilities and the development of these will be slow.  Without battery storage they will be considerably less profitable.
· Question raised over the stability of new blue recycling bins.  All agreed these were a great success.

1. CHRIS BRABROOK 
Not in attendance, any questions will be passed on to him.  S Holtom informed that there were a considerable number of forged £20 in circulation.
1. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Proposed date of Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 12th November 2026 at 20.00



